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Italy and Tripoli
These anxieties were amply justified, and before die Agadir crisis had passed another and, as it proved, the final chapter in the story of pre-war Europe had been opened. British Ministers, it now turned out, had been right in perceiving that the annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary would open a wide door to mischief, if it were allowed to go by default. From the day when Austria reaped her success all the expectant heirs of the " sick man of Europe " —big States and little States—were on the move, each fearing that the others might steal a march on it in the final scramble for the " sick man's " inheritance.
Italy was the first to act. She had an understanding with nearly all the Powers that one day she would be permitted to occupy Tripoli. She had been deeply mortified when France got in front of her and occupied Tunis with its large Italian population; she had looked on when Britain occupied Egypt, and France added Morocco to Tunis and Algiers; she had seen Austria annex Bosnia-Herzegovina. On each of these occasions she had deferred to the advice of friends who declared the moment to be inopportune, but in the summer of 1911 she decided that she would wait no longer. Tripoli was all that remained of the North African coast and in the scramble now impending it might slip from her grasp. So in July and August Italian newspapers wrought opinion into a high state of excitement about the misgovernment of that Turkish province and the grievances of Italian subjects domiciled there, and at the end of September she sent an ultimatum to Turkey demanding the right to occupy it. Though she was the ally of Germany, she did not inform the German Government, and the Kaiser was very angry at her proceeding without warning to an act which involved the Triple Alliance, and threatened the policy of friendship with Turkey, which he was pursuing with great zeal at that moment. But the ties which bound Italy to her partners were becoming very frail, and she was in a position to remind them that her special interest in Tripoli was carefully guarded in the*various treaties of the Triple Alliance.
